
This step may be
completed before
arrival

This step must be
completed 2 weeks
before defense

6. Create VT PID

7. Submit Schiffert
Health Center
Immunization History
Form online

8. Complete online
module, “Sexual
Assault Prevention
for Graduates” 

12. Submit final
transcript showing
degree conferral in 
1st semester

23. Submit final
exam/evaluation
request in Electronic
Signature System (ESS)

StudentProgram/Student

ProgramGraduate School

Graduate Student 
Academic RoadmapAPPLICATION 

FOR
ADMISSION

1. Submit an
application online

2. Program reviews
application and makes
a recommendation 
to Graduate School

3. Graduate School
finalizes decision and
updates application
portal; email sent to
student and program

4. Funding offer is
sent separately by
academic program (if
applicable) 

5. Complete “Reply to
Offer” in application
portal to officially
accept admission

9. Participate in GTA
Workshop (if
applicable)

10. Attend
departmental and/or
Graduate School
orientation 

11. Register for
classes in HokieSPA
before deadline

13. Enroll in credit
hours according to
Continuous
Enrollment and
Doctoral Residency
requirements

14. Identify formal
and informal mentors

15. Complete Ethics
Requirement

16. Form a Committee
and submit a Plan of
Study

17. Meet with
committee once per
semester; work with
Chair to submit annual
progress report

18. Participate in a 
Co-Op experience
(optional)

19. Pass Qualifying
Exam and Prelim Exam
at least 6 months
before final defense
(doctoral)

20. Submit research
proposal (if applicable)

21. Enroll in at least 3 credit hours
or in Start-of-Semester Defense
Exception (SSDE)

22. Submit Degree or
Certificate Conferral
Request in Hokie SPA

24. Defend thesis or
dissertation or pass 
final exam

25. Submit ETD (if
applicable)

26. Receive diploma
(PhDs at
commencement;
others by mail)

ACADEMIC
PROGRESS

FINAL
SEMESTER

ADMISSION TO 
FIRST

SEMESTER
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