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How can the Graduate School assist you?

https://www.mentimeter.com/s/fe11d72a9d63a2be3348e54622def094/b0fd9544740c
https://www.mentimeter.com/s/fe11d72a9d63a2be3348e54622def094/b0fd9544740c


Why a graduate degree?

https://www.mentimeter.com/s/fe11d72a9d63a2be3348e54622def094/d311398396b1
https://www.mentimeter.com/s/fe11d72a9d63a2be3348e54622def094/d311398396b1


What concerns you about being 
in “graduate school”?

https://www.mentimeter.com/s/fe11d72a9d63a2be3348e54622def094/9f6a5529a5a8
https://www.mentimeter.com/s/fe11d72a9d63a2be3348e54622def094/9f6a5529a5a8


Why Virginia Tech?

https://www.mentimeter.com/s/fe11d72a9d63a2be3348e54622def094/9f6a5529a5a8
https://www.mentimeter.com/s/fe11d72a9d63a2be3348e54622def094/9f6a5529a5a8


Virginia Tech:
A global land grant university

discovery, learning and engagement in a global context



Throughout the Commonwealth

Virtual space



VT Graduate School: unique and 
innovative

transforming graduate education 
through initiatives and programs



“I suppose it is tempting, that if the 
only tool you have is a hammer, to 
treat everything like a nail”

Abraham Maslow, 1966



enlarge the tool box expand the tools



•seeing the whole from 
different perspectives

•seeing things differently
•looking for the unobvious

21st century global university



–Johnny Appleseed

“Type a quote here.” 





“Type a quote here.” 

seeing the ‘unobvious’



see things differently and look for the ‘unobvious’



Conditions of graduate study

• Quality
• “Time to Fiddle” with ideas
• “Baggy Idea of Truth”
• Sense of community

(Harper, 1980)



“Type a quote here.” 

high standards and expectations.....



of graduate education

changing the rhetoric and reality



thriving

from surviving…..



https://storify.com/cathgrimes/thriving-in-grad-school


climate of civility, sensitivity and mutual respect



HBCU/MSI Research Summit
Office of 

Recruitment, 
Diversity and 

Inclusion (ORDI)
@VT_ORDI

Diversity scholars and spotlight

Connect lunches: Black, 
Women, Native/Indigenous 
people, over 30, LGBTQ, 
Latino/a, FirstGen, 
Disability caucus and more 







opportunities for you!



Knowledge

Leadership

Scholarly 
Inquiry

Responsibility

Technology, inclusion & diversity, 
interdisciplinary, ethics, & global

Transformative Graduate Education 
(TGE)

DePauw 2003  (rev 2017)
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Preparing Future Professoriate 
(PFP)

Career Professional (PFPro)
Teaching/Learning, Academy 

for GTA Excellence
Citizen Scholar Engagement 

(CSE) Citizen Scholars
Communication Science & 

Public Engagement



• Preparing the Future 
Professoriate (3)*

• PFP: Global Perspectives (3)
• GTA Workshop (1) 
• Contemporary Pedagogy (3)*
• Library Research Skills (1)
• Interdisciplinary Research in 

Science & Engineering (1-3)
• Ethics and Responsible 

Conduct of Research (2) 

Graduate Courses & Certificates
• Citizen Scholar Seminar (3)
• Preparing Future Career 

Professional (3)
• Industrial Professional in 

Science & Engineering (3)
• Diversity & inclusion for a 

global society (3)
• Communicating Science (2)
• International Research (3)
• Interdisciplinary Research & 

Graduate Education (3)



Certificates
• Future Professoriate graduate certificate (700+)
• Inclusion and diversity graduate certificate 
• Career professional graduate certificate

• Ethics and scholarly integrity
• Inclusion and diversity

Curricular content beyond discipline

Micro-credentials



Workshops and seminars

• Writing skills
• Team building
• Time management
• Communication 
• Work-life balance
• Inclusive pedagogy

• Privilege and bias
• Grant writing
• Job preparation
• Leadership
• Entrepreneurship 
• and more



14 IGEPs
~180 students 
~270 faculty

iPhD = 10+
first graduate 2019



@VT_GrATEAcademy for GTA Excellence



“Type a quote here.” 

application of knowledge for a global society



Nutshell games, courses, workshops and more 

https://graduateschool.vt.edu/transformative-graduate-education-experience/communicating-science.html


“Open” movement and accessibility



Graduate Honor System



confluence of the generations

diverse backgrounds, experiences 
& social identities

21st century University



And now, higher education in 2020 and 
current tensions… 

• pandemic - COVID-19 - physical 
and mental health

• racial and social (in)justice 
• immigration/international 
• economic 



And thus, the fundamental purposes of 
the university continue today ….

• education 
• public good 
• social justice 
• accessibility and
• inclusion 



• Health and safety are primary concerns
• Academic quality and rigor
• Academic progress and degree completion
• Research and scholarly activities
• Career preparation & success critical skills 

Graduate School commitment to you



• Physical distancing at 6 feet
• Masks or face coverings required 
• Group gatherings of 50 allowed

Health and safety requirements effective 
June 2020 - subject to change



Stay informed, please see

Ready Information about Graduate Education for 
Fall 2020 -https://graduateschool.vt.edu/

https://graduateschool.vt.edu/fall2020-plan.html
https://graduateschool.vt.edu/fall2020-plan.html


–Johnny Appleseed

“Type a quote here.” 

a space and place for graduate education



@kpdepauw   @vtgradcommunity

Virginia Tech Graduate School

Welcome to the graduate community - 
pleased to have you at VT!

@vtgsa
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