
THE GRADUATE SCHOOL
University Libraries



Getting Started at the 
University Libraries



What you’ll learn:
● How to check books out online and have them delivered at no cost!

● Which journals and databases you can access online

● How to get help from staff at VT libraries

● How to learn more



How do I access books online?
● Even if you’re not on campus, you still have access to VT’s millions of physical books!

● We will mail you any book from our collection.
○ Send it back to us in the prepaid mailing envelope that comes with the book —

the entire process is completely free!

● We will also mail you items from other libraries if we don’t have the book you want.
○ You’ll send it back to us via the prepaid mailing envelope.

● Ebooks are available electronically from wherever you are located.



Requesting books

lib.vt.edu







Which journals and 
databases can you access 
online?

● Virginia Tech subscribes to millions of journals and over 600 databases.

● Off-campus access happens through 2-factor authentication, so you’ll need to start 
on the library’s homepage (lib.vt.edu) to begin the authentication process.

● Check out the screenshots we’ve provided on the next few pages to learn how to 
find databases and journals.



https://lib.vt.edu/

https://lib.vt.edu/












Discovery Search



Requesting articles from 
other libraries



Get help from VT libraries?







To learn more:
● Interlibrary loan:  guides.lib.vt.edu/ill

● Discovery Search: guides.lib.vt.edu/discoverysearch

● Citation Managers: guides.lib.vt.edu/citationmanagers

● Resources for Graduate Students: lib.vt.edu/help/grad-student.html

● Off-Campus Access: guides.lib.vt.edu/gettingstarted/offcampus

● Connecting Google Scholar to VT Libraries: odyssey.lib.vt.edu/s/home/item/218

● Library workshops (many are available via Zoom): calendar.lib.vt.edu
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