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Funding Agencies: Know the mission

Do you ask RFK Jr. for money to fund a vaccine development project?

https://www.nsf.gov/statistics/2
020/nsf20308/overview.htm

FY2018-19 

https://www.nsf.gov/statistics/2020/nsf20308/overview.htm


https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-23-105396
FY2021

https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-23-105396


National Institutes of Health (NIH)

Website: https://www.nih.gov/

https://www.nih.gov/


NIH Fellowship Information
• eRA Commons: https://public.era.nih.gov

• Fellowships: 
https://researchtraining.nih.gov/programs/fellows
hips

• Fellowship page limits: 
https://grants.nih.gov/grants-process/write-
application/how-to-apply-application-guide/page-
limits

https://public.era.nih.gov
https://researchtraining.nih.gov/programs/fellowships
https://grants.nih.gov/grants-process/write-application/how-to-apply-application-guide/page-limits


How does an NIH grant get 
reviewed and funded?



How is the final score determined?

• Primary Reviewer

• Secondary Reviewer

• Everyone on panel gives 
a final score.

• Average and multiple by 
10.

• This is the Impact Score



NOT an average of criteria scores! 



What is a fundable score?

https://www.niaid.nih.gov/grants-contracts/niaid-paylines

https://www.niaid.nih.gov/grants-contracts/niaid-paylines


How is a fellowship scored?





Questions?



Comments on grantsmanship
• Organization

• Justification (of text)

• White space

• Letters, numbers, and bullet points

• Figures  Keep them readable

• Reference style  Usually your call

• Clarity is your responsibility!
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